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Distinguished Service Order With Second Award Bar 1 Jan 1919; 8 Mar 1919

Order of The British Empire (Civil) 1 Jan 1941 Forest Engineer Malayan 

Forest Service

Military Cross 18 Feb 1918

1914/15 Star Named: 277 CS Mjr Hereford R

British War Medal Named: Major WF Chipp

Allied Victory Medal With Mention in Despatches emblem (2) MID: 30 Dec 1918; 10 Jul 1919

1939/45 Star

Pacific Star

Defence Medal

War Medal

Efficiency Decoration With Bar Malaya Named: Lieut W Fitz-William Chipp

DSO MC   FMSVF

(Federated Malayan States 

Volunteer Forces)

7 Jan 1938

Territorial Force Efficiency Medal Named: 277 CSjt WF Chipp 

Herefordshire Regt

Army Order Oct 1912

Croix de Guerre (France) Avec palms 4 Sept 1919

Croix de Guerre (Belgium) 19 Jun 1919

Lt Col Chipp’s medals are:



The story of the man brings a greater meaning to 
the group and reveals a most unusual ‘story’.



Chipp’s military career begins in 1899, when still attending 
Lady Hawkins School in Kington he enlisted, aged 17 in The 

Herefordshire Rifle Volunteer Corps.

He was promoted Corporal in 1900, Sergeant in 1902 and 
Colour Sergeant in 1907.



In 1909 he was a member of the Colour Party which received the Colours from King 
Edward VII at Windsor



He was mobilised in 1914 and became Company 
Sergeant Major and landed at Suvla Bay Gallipoli on 8 

August 1915, taking command of the Company when all 
the officers became casualties. He was Commissioned 

literally on the beaches at Suvla Bay on 9 October 1915. 
He was wounded and repatriated to England and 

rejoined the Battalion in Egypt in April 1916.

His service at Gallipoli entitled him to the 1914/15 Star



He fought with the Battalion through the Middle East and was 
awarded the Military Cross For 'conspicuous gallantry and 

devotion to duty he carried out a valuable recce and cleared up an 

obscure situation. He readjusted parts of the line with great skill 

and showed complete disregard of danger' at Khuweilfeh in 

November 1917.



Capt WF Chipp attending a 158 Bde Officers Study Day 
Jerusalem April 1918



In June 1918 The Herefordshire Regiment 
moved from the Middle East and became 

part of 34 Division in France.

Capt Chipp was with them.

In France at various times he was:

Company 2ic

Company Commander
Adjutant
Brigade Staff Officer
Battalion 2ic
Commanding Officer



He was awarded the following decorations for 
services in France:

DSO – twice
MID – twice
Croix de Guerre France
Croix de Guerre Belgium

‘He commanded his Battalion with great skill and
gallantry, with only part of his command he was
ordered to take over the whole front and push on,
an extremely difficult operation which he carried
out at once under heavy shelling and machine gun
and minenwerfer fire. It was entirely due to his
own personal recce under fire and perfect control
that enabled his men to overcome every obstacle’









In 1919 he attended a Senior Officers’ 
Course and wished to remain in the 
Army; his report was quite positive.



However this did not happen 
and he went to work for the Colonial Police and then the Indian Forestry Service.
He joined the Federated Malayan States Volunteer Forces and was awarded the 

Efficiency Decoration with top bar Malaya in 1938.

He advised on saw mills in 
Nigeria, The Gold Coast, Sierra 

Leone, Uganda, Tanganyika 
and Kenya and in 1941 was 

awarded the OBE (Civil) for his 
services to forestry in Malaya.



The ‘story’ is then a little unclear; he appears in the Air Force List of 1942
as a Honorary Wing Commander in the Admin and Special Duties Branch 

of the RAFVR with seniority to October 1941.

What is known is that on the capitulation of British Forces in Singapore 
he was interned in Changi camp and became the Assistant Chief 

Librarian, However prior to ‘going in the bag’ he hid his medals in the 
Reptile Room at the Raffles Museum, (knowing the Japanese disliked 

reptiles).

On his release 43 months later he was able to recover them!



He returned to Britain in late 1945, but in 1946 went back to 
Malaya to work for the British Military Administration.

He returned to the UK and became Librarian to the Empire 
Forestry Association in London, a post he held for 21 years until 

his death in 1970.



Not content to be ‘not in uniform’, 
Chipp joined the reformed Home 
Guard and commanded The 11 

County of London Battalion. 
One of his last duties in uniform 

was as the Guard Commander of the 
Home Guard, Guard of Honour at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Warrior in 
Westminster Abbey in 1956.
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