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Hopefully this article will address the British Battles and Medals (7th 
Edition) which does not list the Welch Regiment under the ‘No Clasp 

Medals’ chapter. 
  



Egypt and Sudan Medal 1882-89 
Operations on the Nile 1889 

No clasp Undated Medals to the Welch Regiment 
 

The 1st Battalion, Welch Regiment arrived in Cairo from Durban on the 31st May 
1886. In November 1888 B, D, E and F Companies under Lt Col McCausland were moved to 
Assouan as support against the Dervish raids upon the frontier posts between Wady Halfa and 
Assouan, withdrawing to Cairo on the 28th January 1889 without seeing any fighting.  
 The other half battalion consisting of A, C, G and H Companies under Major (brevet 
Lt Col) C.C. Smyth arrived at Suakin on 15th December 1888 and fought in the action at 
Gemaizah on the 20th December qualifying for the ‘Gemaizah 1888’ clasp. The two half 
battalions rejoined at Cairo in January 1889. 
It is noted in the History of The Welch Regt that ... 

’In the early part of 1889 there were persistent rumours that the Dervishers were 
meditating a strong attack along the west bank of the Nile. This menace developed at the end 
of April and beginning of May. On 1st July the Dervish leader, Nejumi, crossed the frontier 
opposite Wady Halfa in strength. By 1st August the Dervishers had taken up a position at 
Toski, where they were watched by Colonel Wodehouse’s flying column. 

On the news of the crossing of the frontier, the Sirdar hastened to Assouan, and a 
mixed Brigade of British troops was ordered up river from Cairo. This Brigade was made up 
of 2/Royal Irish Rifles, 1/Welch, a squadron of 20th Hussars, a company of Mounted Infantry, 
and a portion of a Royal Artillery Battery. The Regiment left Cairo on 21st July, having been 
preceded by ‘G’ Company as Advance Guard on the 13th. 

The Regiment moved to Assiout by rail, thence by river steamer to Assouan, whence it 
marched across the desert to Shellal, where it embarked on two steamers for passage up the 
river towards the second cataract. 

The Sidar had intended to await the arrival of this Brigade before taking action, but 
the opportunity came to fight, when no more than the Hussar squadron had arrived. On 3rd 
August the Sidar won the important battle of Toski, the most severe blow that had yet fallen 
on Mahdism. 

The 1/Welch were on the river when this action was fought, and when within 30 miles 
of the scene of operations a message was received saying that the campaign was at an end. 
By 21st August the Battalion was back in Cairo, leaving about a fortnight later for Malta. 

All the offices, NCO’s and men who were present at Gemaizah received the Egyptian 
Medal with bar ‘Gemaizah 1888’; in addition they all received the Khedive’s Star. This was a 
new pattern Star, in that it had no date on it as previous issues.  

The Regimental M.I. Detachment (1 officer, 1 Sergeant, 2 Corporals, 1 Bugler, and 
25 Privates) was fortunate enough to be just within the area for which the medal and star 
were awarded for the Toski operations; the medal, however, bore no bar. But as this 
detachment had been present at Gemaizah this award was practically of no effect.’ 
 
 Army Order 5 of January 1890 authorised a medal without clasp to all troops 
employed on the Nile, at and south of Korosko, 3 August 1889. ‘British Battles and Medals 
(7th Edition) does not list the Welch Regiment under the ‘No Clasp Medals’ chapter. 
Consulting the Medal Rolls for the Egypt Medal to the Welch Regiment shows that there 
were 18 no clasp medals awarded with the annotation ‘Present at Korosko on 3.8.1889’. This 
roll was signed by the Colonel Commandant of the Mounted Infantry Division. The 54 men 
of the Mounted Infantry Contingent on this roll show 36 qualified for the Gemaizah clasp 
(with 1 deserted- no medal) and 18 no clasp medals.  
 



No Clasp Undated Medals 
Welch Regiment Mounted Infantry 

Medal Roll WO100/65 p607-609 
 
1498 Pte Sidney BARNETT (C Company) 
1637 Pte Charles BAXTER (F Company) 
1121 Pte John BURLAND (F Company) 
432 Pte John COLLIER (F Company)  
1168 Pte George Baker DAVIES. (F Company) 
1534 Pte Henry DAY (D Company) 
1232 Pte James HARRIS (D Company) 
1047 Pte Edward JAMES (B Company) 
636 Cpl Edwin JOHN (G Company) 
1424 Pte Robert JONES (B Company) 
1532 Pte Seth JONES (E Company) 
1505 Pte John Henry MORRIS (B Company)  
565 Pte James PHELPS (G Company)  
262 Pte Thomas PRESTON (B Company) 
1034 Pte Henry THOMAS (F Company)  
1560 Pte William WATKINS (D Company) 
933 Pte William YOUNG (E Company)  
Page 615 Mounted Infantry Supplement 
 201 Pte John EVANS  (Remarks- Army Reserve Address: Saddler, Llanfalteg, 
Carmarthenshire) 
 

Welch Regiment Mounted Infantry who qualified for the Gemaizah 1888 
clasp 

Medal Roll WO100/65 p607-609 
 
573 Sgt William RAWLINGS 
1456 Cpl William James CREIGHTON  
937 Cpl William KING 
261 Drummer Samuel EVERALL (B Company) 
430 Pte Edward BARRY (H Company) 
489 Pte George BATTEN(C Company) 
571 Pte Richard BEVAN (G Company) 
1481 Pte William COTTLE (H Company) 
436 Pte Robert CULBERT (G Company) 
2291 Pte William DEACON  
585 Pte John DUGGAN (C Company) 
322 Pte Evan EVANS (B Company)  
187 Pte Frederick HAND (B Company) 
327 Pte John HARRIS  
713 Pte Walter HEWITT (G Company) 
287 Pte Allen HOLLISTER (B Company)  
1520 Pte Edwin HOWELLS (H Company)  
882 Pte George JAKEWAY (G Company)  
248 Pte John JENKINS (B Company) 
433 Pte Edward JOHN (H Company)  
1443 Pte David H JOHN (G Company) 



254 Pte Thomas KELLY (B Company) 
2366 Pte John LAUNCHBERRY 
1105 Pte Llewellyn LEWIS (H Company)  
473 Pte Ted MAHONEY (C Company) 
323 Pte John McDONALD (B Company)  
1200 Pte John McDONALD (A Company)  
444 Pte Edwin MORGAN (A Company) 
10 Pte John MURPHY  
296 Pte William PHILLIPS (B Company)  
613 Pte David Lewis REES (G Company) 
745 Pte William ROSSER (B Company) 
414 Pte Frederick TOOZE (G Company)  
1526 Pte Richard TUCKER Deserted No Medal 
644 Pte Edward WARRY (A Company)  
294 Pte Walter YOULDEN 
 

 



 



 
  
  



An extant pair of medals are to: 
1498 Private  

Sidney Barnett. 
 
He was the son of Enock (carpenter) and Elizabeth Barnett, Staunton, Gloucestershire. 
Baptised 29.9.1867.  
 

 
 
Trade given as a plow boy he enlisted 5.6.1886 at Monmouth into the Welch Regt for 7 years 
Colours and 5 years Reserve service. Age: 18 years 9 months. Trade: Labourer.  Fair 
complexion, grey eyes and fair hair.  
Ranks:  Private 3.6.1886; Lance Corporal 6.9.1889; Corporal 13.5.1890.  
Units: Depot, Cardiff 5.6.1886; 2nd Bn Dublin 15.9.1886; HMS Crocodile to Egypt; 1st Bn 
‘C’ Company 23.12.1886.  
When the Battalion was split, he was sick in hospital in Cairo with Iritis from 25.10.1888 to 
31.12.1888 so missed the deployment to Suakin and subsequent action at Gemaizah.  
Present in the Nile Operations 1889 as Mounted Infantry qualifying for the ‘Soudan Medal 
1889 & Khedives Bronze Star’. 
Transferred to 1st Class Army Reserve 3.6.1893 and discharged 2.6.1898.   
Character: Regular habits. Good Conduct. 
Served Egypt 23.12.1886 to 28.8.1889; Malta 29.8.1889 to 9.2.1893.  
Campaigns: Operations on the Nile 1889. 
Certificate of Education 4th Class 1.9.1886; 2nd Class 19.5.1890 
 
Married 20.9.1894, Eliza Bray at the Parish Church, Staunton, Gloucester. Brought on 
Married Establishment 10.10.1894. Eliza died in March 1900. Remarried Bessie Ellen Smith 
in April 1902. 
He became a Postman and resided in 1911 Oakridge, Stroud. His health deteriorated and he 
died in January 1913. 
 













 





 

 
 



 
Note the naming that is correct for the Star to the Welch Regiment. 


